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1‘JmULL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HE/iLTH 
FOR  THE  YEilR  I972 


Telephones  Dorchester 

Extension  470 


The  Colliton  Clinic, 
Clyde  Path  Road, 
Dorchester, 
Dorset . 


To  the  Mayor,  -Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Dorchester 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  ininual  Report  on  the  health 
of  your  district  for  the  year  1972.  Since  Local  Government  reorganisation 
is  to  take  place  on  1st  April  1974  both  your  Council  and  my  statutory 
appointment  with  your  Council  are  to  be  swept  away,  I propose  to  include  in 
my  report  some  of  the  work  done  by  me  during  the  first  half  of  1973* 

Civilisations  3>000  years  ago  know  concern  for  the  health  of  couimunities , 
and  advantages  of  good  sanitation.  Hippocrates,  (B.C.  4^0)  father  of  medicine, 
lectured  his  students  on  Air,  V/ater  and  Places  - still  the  basic  principles 
of  public  health. 

The  Romans  invaded  England  in  A.D.  43  and  stayed  for  nearly  3OO  years. 
Vihen  they  left;,  their  fine  houses,  baths,  water  supplies  and  engineered 
roads  settled  imder  the  dust,  so  little  had  they  impressed  the  natives  of 
England. 

Throughout  the  centuries  appreciation  of  hygiene  and  prevention  of 
disease  advanced  slov,;ly  until  the  19th  century,  the  era  of  the  great  social 
reformers  and  the  time  for  urbanisation.  In  I84O  the  foreiunner  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  was  convened,  namely  the  'Health  of  Towns  Committee'. 
Edwin  Chadwick  in  1342  ixiblished  a paper  "Insanitary  Conditions  among  the 
Laboiiring  Population  of  Great  Britain".  This  woke  England's  conscience  and 
in  1847  ihe  first  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  appointed  to  Liverpool  and 
the  first  Public  health  Act  appeared  in  I848. 

The  history  of  Public  Health  Administration  is  complicated  and  piecemeal. 
Throughout  the  past  1 26  years  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  had  varied 
duties  and  vonious  employers.  He  has  had  statutory  duties,  clinical  commit- 
ments and  responsibilities  in  many  different  Acts,  but  above  all,  he  has  been 
the  guardian  of  the  overall  health  of  the  public,  and  has  practised  preventive 
medicine  v/ith  imcoaning  vigilance.  He  has  helped  to  make  the  killer  epidemics 
of  the  past  - such  as  Smallpox,  Diphtheria  and  Poliomyelitis  - almost  unloiown 
clinical  entities. 

Local  Government  is  being  reorganised  once  more  - the  growing  population, 
social  requirements  and  advanced  technical  Icnowledge  of  today  require  bigger 
working  units  of  government  who  will  most  surely,  require  more  money  to  spend. 
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Tho  TIedioal  Officer  of  Health,  the  Toim  Hall  Doctor  ao  he  is 
affectionately  called  in  many  places,  is  no  longer  considered  necessary. 
Other  disciplines  have  grown  up  ready  to  take  over  the  many  specialities 
that  once  made  up  his  daily  roxmd.  He  is  to  join  his  colleagues  from 
the  hospital  and  family  practitioner  services  as  a member  of  the  team  of 
physcians  working  xfith  the  Health  Board  and  he  is  to  have  a new  name  - 
"Public  Health"  as  we  have  known  for  the  doctor,  will  disappear  on 
31st  l!!arch  1974  to  be  replaced  by  "Community  Medicine". 

The  Registrar  General's  estimated  mid  year  population  1972  for 
Dorchester  Borough  shoxirs  an  increase'  5f . 230.  It  is  interesting  at  this 
point  to  see  that  Dorset  County  Council's  estimated  Additional  Summer 
Population  for  the  nex-;  West  Dorset  district  shoxfs  Dorchester  Borough  to 
have  an  estimated  additional  summer  overnight  population  of  356  while 
the  extra  day  population,  taking  the  peak  period  of  Wednesday  market  into 
consideration,  is  12,496.  These  figures  must  be  considered  xirhen  planning 
future  requirements. 

Studying  the  causes  of  deaths  the  main  killers  are  once  again  seen 
to  be  Ischaemic  heart  disease,  Cerebrovascular  disease  and  Pneumonia. 

Death  by  ages  (nut  recorded)  shows  that  the  greatest  number,  roughly  96/X> 
of  all  deaths  are  in  the  55-75  and  over  age  group  and  that  SQF/-’  are  in 
the  75  and  over  age  group. 

There  x^ere  no  outbreaks  of  disease  in  1972/75  although  there  xrero 
several  single  cases  of  infectious  disease  x^hich  required  investigation. 
Amongst  those  xras  a case  of  suspected  smallpox  in  a resident  returning 
from  abroad.  Routine  measures  x-rere  applied  xmtil  all  the  diamostic 
tests,  (xjhich  -were  sent  to  the  Smallpox  Laboratory  in  Bristol)  xrore 
reported  negative.  Mother  case  of  infectious  disease  necessitated  forty 
laboratory  tests,  and  the  department  is  very  much  indebted  to  Dr.  George  Tee 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  all  tho  help  and  co-operation  xrhich  ho 
gives  xis  X'Tith  these  cases. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  knoxf  that  the  public  have  an  axfarenoss  of 
prevention  and  frequently  report  matters  xjhich  concern  them  to  tho 
department,  thus  eno-bling  us  to  take  quicker  action. 

As  you  xri.ll  road,  there  x/ere  no  cases  of  Brucellosis  reported  in  the 
Borough.-  The  Brucellosis  accredited  scheme  moves  forward  sloxfly,  most 
victims  of  Brucellosis  being  animal  handlers  and  those  x-rho  drink  raxir  milk 
from  an  infected  animal  xrithout  knowing  that  they  are  at  risk  to  a disease 
xjhich  can  be  chronic  and  insidious. 

Most  milk  delivered  in  the  Borough  is  pasteurised  and  the  interest 
in  Brucellosis  is  linked  to  the  movement  of  cattle  in  and  out  of  the 
cattle-market.  Plans  xrill  bo  considered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  X'fhen  certain  conditions  have  been  fulfilled,  for  an 
acciodited  section  for  Brucellosis-free  cattle  in  the  market. 
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This  is  to  be  situated  thirty  feet  away  fron  non-accredited  beasts.  If 
this  goes  through  I should  be  most  delighted,  although  the  proposed  site 
has  meant  that  the  new  lorry-wash  could  not  be  constructed  in  the  cattle 
market  but  has  had  to  remain  in  the  Fairfield.  The  new  site,  hov;ever,  is 
thirty  feet  away  from  the  old,  which  should  lessen  the  risk  of  airborne 
infection  from  the  procedure  to  food  stalls  and  shoppers.  Other 
improvements  to  hygiene  in  the  market  include  the  installation  of  two 
extra  wash  basins  with  hot  water  supply  for  food  handlers  and  two  new 
M.O.'a  and  three  v/ash  basins  in  the  Ladies  Toilet  block.  I hope  to  be 
able  to  report  before  March  1974  that  the  Tea  Bar  has  had  a face-lift 
and  become  an  enjoyable  place  for  shoppers  to  drink  a cup  of  tea. 

There  is  not  yet  any  legislation  covering  the  purity  of  fresh  cream 
althougxi  it  is  well  knoY/n  that  cream  presents  a good  media  for  the  growth 
of  bacteria  - neither  is  there  any  safeguard  in  the  packaging  of  cream  - 
non-sterilised  cartons  and  poor  fitting  lids  can  be  used.  'SJhe  Ministry 
of  Health  and  Social  Security  have  recommended  that  screeni.^-  tests  be 
dons  on  cream,  ai'choi-;gh  there  is  no  penalty  for  iailures  it  ilill  be 
interesting  to  see  the  results  of  these  tests. 

In  January  1973  articles  appeared  in  the  National  press  reporting 
investigations  on  the  lead  and  cadmium  present  in  imported  cooking 
utensils.  Many  of  these  v/ere  fovmd  to  have  a much  higher  percentage  of 
lead  and  cadmium  than  allov/ed  by  the  British  Standards  Institution.  A 
survey  was  carried  our  around  the  shops  in  the  Borough  selling  such 
articles,  which  resulted  in  many  being  temioorarily  withdravm  fiom  sale. 

I v/ould  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
for  their  co-operation  during  the  time  I have  been  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  my  secretary,  Iidrs.  Hamilton,  for  her  help  in  compiling 
this  report. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  EILEEN  HODGSON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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AMUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  RiEDICAL  OPPICSR  OP  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 


The  Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Offices, 

North  Squcr'e, 

Dorchester, 

Dorset . 

PUBLIC  HEilLTH  COIMITTEE  1972 

Cllr.  P.D.  Holmes, J.P.,  Chairman 
Cllr.  W.H.  Christopher,  Vice-Chairman 


Aid.  Mrs.  H.  0.  Jackman,  J.P. 

Aid.  Ih-s.  E.  K.  Hallett,  J.P. 

Aid,  R.  R.  Collins 
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Cllr.  L.  M.  Phillips 

Cllr.  J,  M.  Matthews,  3. Sc. 
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Clerk/Shorthand  Typists 

lirs.  S.  E.  Wilson 
Mrs.  S.  J.  Denner 
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LOCAL  STATISTICS 


1972 

1971 

Area  in  acres 

1,673 

1,673 

Niimber  of  habitable  houses 

4,575 

4,470 

Population  (mid  year  estimate  1972) 

13,950 

13,720 

Rateable  Value 

(As  at  1st  April  1972) 

£791,873 

£766,969 

Sun  represented  by  1 p Rate 

£7,600 

£7,450 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

1972 

1971 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Live  Births  (Registered) 

Live  Births  Total 

86 

95 

181 

90 

83 

173 

Legitimate 

79 

89 

168 

83 

75 

158 

Illegitimate 

7 

6 

13 

7 

8 

15 

Stillb'^rths  Total 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Legitimate 

- 

1 

1 

3 

1- 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Deaths  (Registered) 

Deaths  all  ages 

77 

109 

186 

104 

107 

2ll 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 

Legitimate 

1 

— 

1 

5 

1 

6 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks 

Legitimate 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week 

Legitimate 

- 

— 

- 

2 

— 

2 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

In  calculating  birth  and  death  rates  area  comparability  factors  are 
used.  This  is  the  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  to  correct 
irregularities  in  the  age  and  sex  structure  of  the  population  and  to  take 
into  account  any  high  mortality  due  to  the  presence  of  residential 
institutions  or  other  establishments  in  the  local  area. 

The  local  crude  rate  is  multiplied  by  the  area  comparability  factor 
to  give  a rate  comparable  with  other  parts  of  the  country. 
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The  following  figures  show  hirih  and  death  rates  in  comparison  with  the 


figures  for  England  and  Wales, 

that  is 

the  national 

figure. 

1972 

Dorchester  England 
Borough  & Wales 

1971 

Dorchester  England 
Borough  & Wales 

Live  Birth  Rates 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000 
population  (Crude  Rate) 

13.0 

14.8 

12.6 

16.0 

Area  Comparahility  Factor 

1.12 

1 .00 

1 .07 

1 .00 

Adjusted  Rate 

14.6 

14.8 

13.5 

16.0 

Illegitimate  live  births  as 
a percentage  of  the  live 
births 

7 

9 

9 

8 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1 ,000 
total  live  and  stillbirths 

5 

12 

23 

12 

Death  Rate  all  ages 

Deaths  per  1 ,000  population 
(Crude  Rate) 

13.3 

12.1 

15.4 

11  .6 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

.78 

1 .00 

.77 

1 .00 

Adjusted  Rate 

10.4 

12.1 

11.9 

11.6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  1 year  per 

1 , 000  live  births 

6 

17 

40 

18 

Legitimate  - per  1 ,000 
legitimate  live  births 

6 

17 

38 

17 

Illegitimate  - per  1 ,000 
illegitimate  live  births 

21 

67 

24 

Neonatal  - deaths  under 

4 weeks  per  1 ,000  total 
live  births 

6 

12 

17 

12 

Early  neonatal  - under 

1 week  per  1 ,000  total 
live  births 

10 

17 

10 

Perinatal  - (Stillbirths 
& deaths  under  1 week 
combined)  per  1 ,000  total 
live  and  stillbirths 

5 

22 

40 

22 
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commas  ON  vital  statistics 


There  were  more  deaths  than  births  in  the  Borcaigh  this  year,  but 
vjhen  adjusted  by  the  Area  Comparability  Factor  the  local  birth  rates 
are  similar  to  the  ITational  Average  while  the  death  rate  is  much  lower. 


BIRTHS  MID  INFAI^TILS  DEATHS 


Actual 

Figures 

Rate 

National 

Average 

Live  Births 

181 

14.6 

14.8 

Still  Births 

1 

5 

12 

Deaths  under  1 year 

1 

6 

17 

Deaths  under  4 weeks 

1 

6 

12 

Deaths  under  1 week 

- 

- 

10 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1 week  - combined 

1 

5 

22 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Code 


1972  1971 

Male  Female  I^le  Female 


B18 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

- 

- 

- 

B19(l] 

1 Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

B19(2] 

1 Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

- 

3 

- 

1 

B19(5; 

1 Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

2 

3 

4 

1 

B19(4! 

1 Ilalignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

1 

5 

1 

2 

B19(5' 

1 Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx 

1 

- 

- 

- 

B19(6^ 

1 Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

3 

2 

5 

1 

B19(7; 

1 Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

4 

- 

5 

BI9W 

1 Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

4 

- 

- 

B19(9; 

1 Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

- 

- 

2 

- 

B1 9 ( 1 0 ) Leukaemia 

- 

1 

- 

- 

B19(11 

) Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

3 

7 

5 

5 

B20 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

- 

1 

- 

- 

B21 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

- 

3 

2 

- 

B46(4; 

1 Multiple  S'-Jerosis 

- 

- 

- 

1 

B46(5! 

1 Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

1 

2 

- 

1 

B26 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

2 

1 

2 

1 

B27 

Hypertensive  Disease 

2 

2 

4 

2 

B28 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

21 

14 

26 

20 

B29 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

8 

9 

7 

12 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

7 

23 

14 

24 

B46(6)  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

3 

3 

4 

15 

B31 

Influenza 

2 . 

- 

- 

1 

B52 

Pneumonia 

9 

9 

13 

12 

B55(i; 

) Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

6 

4 

4 

1 

B33(2 

1 Asthma 

- 

1 

- 

- 

B46(7; 

1 Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

- 

- 

2 

B34 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

- 

- 

- 

B36 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

- 

- 

- 

1 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

- 

1 

1 

- 

B46(8)  Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

- 

1 

2 

- 

B38 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

- 

1 

1 

- 

B46(9)  Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

1 

1 

1 

- 

B42 

Congenital  Anomalies 

1 

- 

3 

1 

B43 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  labour,  etc. 

- 

- 

1 

- 

B45 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

- 

1 

- 

1 

BE47 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

2 

- 

- 

BE48 

All  Other  Accidents 

- 

- 

- 

1 

BE49 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

- 

1 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

77 

109 

104 

107 
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CONTROL  OF  COtfl^OTICABLB  DISEi’iSE 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  AGAINST  WHICH  ROUTINE 

imiUNISATION  IF  OFFERED 


Nuiabers  occurring  in  the  Borough 


Disease 


Nhooping  Cough 

Tetaijus 

Diphtheria 


Poliomyelitis 


Measles 

Tuberculosis 


Total  Total 
1972  1971 

1 


37 


The  follci\ring  table  shows  the  number  of  immunisations  carried 
out  in  Schools  and  Clinics  during  1972  in  the  Borough.  I am  indebted 
to  the  Department  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  these 
figures. 


Poliomyelitis 

Diphtheria 

Tetanus 

Nhooping 

Measles 

Rubella 

P 

£ 

P 

R 

P R 

Cough 

P R 

P 

P 

153 

385 

151 

148 

165  297 

150  41 

124 

3 

P = Primary  Course  R = Reinforcing  Dose 


Rubella  (Ger:aan  Measles) 

Rubella  although  not  notifiable  under  the  Infectious  Disease 
Regulations  1968,  is  knov/n  to  cause  handicap  in  babies  bom  to  mothers 
who  have  contacted  Rubella  in  the  first  3 months  of  pregnancy.  Therefore 
immunisation  is  offered  to  all  girls  in  their  13th  -14th  year. 
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Tuberculosis 


The  following  table  shows  the  position  for  the  year  1972;- 


ITumber  of  cases  on  register  at  1st  January  10 
New  cases  notified  during  year  - 
Transfers  into  area  during  year  - 


10 

Numbei'  recovered  during  year  - 

Number  moved  away  in  year 

Died  _ 


Number  remaining  on  31st  December  10 


B.C.G»  Immunisation  Against  Tuberculosis 

(Bacille  Calmette-Gue'rin)  ~~ 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  immunisations  given  in 
the  Borough  in  1972, 


Number  of  children  tested:  309 

Number  of  children  immunised 

against  tuberculosis  266 
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NOTIFIABLB  DISEilSE  AGAINST  WHICH  NO  ROUTINE 

IMMUNISATION  IS  OFFERED 


Nvmbers  occurring  in  the  Borough 


Dir  lease 

Dysentery 
Sc  ’.rlet  Fever 
Ir  ’..etivie  Jaundice 
Acute  Meningitis 
Ai.ute  encephalitis  j 

Infective 
Post  Infectious 
Ophtiialmia  neonatorum 
Leptospirosis 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Typhoid  Fever 
Food  Poisoning 
Malaria 
Plague 
Gaoler a 
juithrax 
Smalxpox 
Typhus  Fever 
Relapsing  Fever 
Yellow  Fever 

Scabies  (by  local  byelaw) 


Total  Total 
1972  1971 


4 


2 


Smallpox 


Routine  immunisation  ceased  on  1 5th  November  1 971  but  general 
practitioners  carry  out  immunisation  when  required. 

During  6th  April  1973  to  13th  May  1973,  when  London  was 
declared  an  infected  area,  4,257  doses  of  vaccine  were  distributed  to 
Dorset  and  of  these,  510  doses  were  sent  to  Dorchester  area  doctors. 

Anthrax 


Four  employees  from  a Hide  Processing  Factory  in  the  Borough 
requested  imm\misation  against  Anthrax,  which  was  carried  out  by  me  with 
vaccine  obtained  from  the  Public  Health  laboratory. 
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NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  OCCURRING 

OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

DEPARTMENT 


Haemolytic  Streptococci 

These  bacteria  are  found  in  man  and  animals  and  can  invade  the 
tissues  of  susceptible  humans  causing  disease  in  many  forms.  Ifeny  of 
these,  because  of  their  power  of  Haemolysing  blood,  are  called  Haemolytic 
Streptococci.  These  are  very  susceptible  to  treatment  with  antibiotics 
but  occasionally  there  is  a fatal  case. 

Samples  of  material  from  infected  patients  were  sent  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  22  were  found  to  be  positive  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci, 
Group  A. 

The  number  of  samples  sent  to  the  Laboratory  is  not  a fair  estimate 
of  the  number  of  cases  in  the  district  since  not  all  General  Practitioners 
send  material. 

Glandular  Fever 


The  infectious  agent  in  Glandular  Fever  is  thought  to  be  a viius 
which  is  carried  via  discharges  from  the  Respiratory  tract  of  man.  It 
occurs  all  over  the  world  and  can  be  seen  in  isolated  cases  or  in  epidemics 
in  Schools  and  Institutions.  There  are  no  preventive  measures  and  it  is 
rarely  fatal,  20  samples  were  positive  when  subjected  to  Laboratory  tests. 

Impetigo 

Four  cases  were  reported  in  schools. 


- 13  - 


MILK 


67  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  dairies  in  the  Borough  during 
"1972  by  Dorset  County  Council.  There  were  no  failures  when  subjected  to 
tests  for  impurity. 

WATER 


Dorchester  is  supplied  by  water  from  Bridport  Road  and  Eagle  Lodge 
and  is  treated  at  these  points.  It  is  found  to  be  of  normal  chemical 
character,  good  bacteriological  quality  and  has  no  plumbo  solvent  action. 
The  fluoride  content  of  this  water  is  .05  parts  per  million,  1 part  per 
million  is  necessary  to  protect  children’ s teeth. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 

An  elderly  woman  gave  cause  for  some  anxiety  early  in  1972  and  it 
was  thought  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  remove  her  to  a place  of  safety 
under  Section  47  of  bhe  above  Act  (as  amended  by  the  195"!  Act).  However, 
between  the  first  visit  and  obtaining  a bed  for  her  in  hospital,  she 
consented  to  go  voluntarily. 

HEALTH  EDHCATION 


Dorset  County  Council  now  have  tv;o  Health  Education  Officers  and  a 
Technical  Assistant.  An  Audio  Visual  Aid  Centre  is  being  established 
in  Dorchester  and  v/ill  include  a library  of  books,  slides  and  films  for 
use  by  all  health  educators  v/hatever  their  department.  Any  groups  who 
Y/ish  to  include  health  education  in  their  activities  will  be  able  to 
obtain  help  and  teaching  aids  from  this  centre.  Links  are  already 
established  with  the  Education  Department,  working  through  advisers  and 
schools.  Youth  Services,  Teachers  Centres,  Hospitals  and  voluntary  bodies 
such  as  the  Yifomen's  Institute  and  Red  Cross. 

HOUSING  ON  MEDICAL  GROUNDS 

I3  nev/  applicants  for  housing  on  medical  grounds  were  visited  in 
the  Borough  since  the  last  report  and  12  people  were  rehoused  on  medical 
grounds . 


ADDITIONAL  SUMMER  POPULATION 


The  follov/ing  figures  are  taken  from  County  Co\mcil  'Additional 
Summer  Population  Estimates'  , v/hich  v;ere  compiled  by  the  District  Public 
Health  Staffs, 


Dorchester  Borough  Additional  Summer 

Population  1972 


Holiday  Camp 
Transit  Caravans 

(3|’  persons  per  caravan)  56 

Bed  & Breakfast  & Summer  Lettings 

Hotels  & Boarding  Houses.  300 


Estimated  additional  overnight 

population  356 

Registrar  General ' s Mid  Year 

Resident  Population  Estimate  1972  ’13»950 

Estimated  additional  day  population  12,496 
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Telephone  (Office); 
Dorchester  437"! 


Public  Health  Inspectors'  Office, 
North  Square, 

DORCHESTER. 


August , 1973 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Dorchester. 


Annual  Report  for  1972. 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  annual  report  on  the  work  of  the 
public  health  inspectors.  The  report  includes  the  information  which  is 
required  statutorily  and  is  presented  in  the  revised  form  introduced  last 
year.  It  is  divided  into  the  following  main  sections s- 

A.  Housing. 

B.  Pood  inspection  and  food  hygiene. 

C.  General  public  health. 

D.  Other  duties. 

Because  of  the  reorganisation  of  local  government  this  annual  report 
is  likely  to  be  the  last  v/hich  I shall  submit  to  you.  Progress  in  public 
health  work  is  difficult  to  measure  but  if  we  look  back  over  the  past 
t?/enty  years  we  can  fairly  claim  that  conditions  have  improved;  unfit 
housing  has  been  cleared,  e.g.  the  Mill  Street  area 5 food  hygiene  has 
improved  (twenty  years  ago  loose  milk  was  being  ladled  out  by  a man  who 
went  round  with  a can  on  his  bicycle).  Without  the  support  and 
encouragement  of  the  members  and  my  fellow  officers  much  less  would  have 
been  achieved  and  I should  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  them  all. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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S ECTIONA 


HOUSING 


1 . HOUSING  IIGPBCTIONS. 

The  duties  of  the  public  health  inspectors  in  the  field  of  housing 
include  the  follovrings- 

(a)  clearance,  demolition  and  closing  of  unfit  houses j 

(b)  repair  and  improvement  of  houses | 

(c)  overcrowding  and  other  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions; 

(d)  work  in  connection  with  rent  controls. 


Inspections  of  dwelling  houses 

109 

Re-inspections  of  dwelling  houses 

82 

Inspections  re  overcrov/ding  or  other 
unsatisfactory  housing  conditions 

14 

Other  visits 

17 

Informal  notices 

Served 

1 

Complied  with 

2 

1 

1 Statutory  notices 

1 under  the  Housing 
! Acts 

Served 

0 

Complied  with 

0 

Statutory  notices 
under  the  Public 

Health  Acts 

Served 

0 

Complied  with 

■ . ..  ■■■  , . — — ■ t 

0 

1 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 

2.  CLEARAITCE,  BMOLITIQH  AND  CLOSING  OF  UNFIT  HOUSES. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  action  taken  under  the  Housing 
Acts  since  the  Council  formulated  its  slum  clearance  programme  in  1955*- 


Houses  demolished  (221  units) 

218 

Houses  closed 

28 

Houses  reconditioned  (as  12  units) 

14 

- .f 
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The  action  taken  hy  the  Council  during  the  year  in  respect  of  unfit 
houses  (not  capable  of  repair  at  a reasonable  cost)  is  summarised  below 


f 

Clearance  areas  declared 

NIL 

Demolition  Orders  made 

NIL 

Closing  Order  made  on  part  of  house 

1 

Houses  demolished  (previously  closed) 

2 

Houses  Voluntarily  demolished  (11  units) 

8 

House  voluntarily  closed 

1 

House  (part)  voluntarily  closed 

1 

House  subject  to  undertaking  not  to  re-let 

1 

Pamilies  rehoused  from  unfit  houses 

2 

j Persons  rehoused  from  unfit  houses 

6 

At  the  end  .-'f  the  year  there  were  approximately  forty  unfit  houses 
earmarked  for  subsequent  action  imder  the  Housing  Acts. 

3.  REPAIR  AM)  BffROVEMEHT  QP  HOUSES. 

The  Council  has  powers  binder  the  Housing  Acts  and  the  Public  Health 
Acts  to  secure  the  repair  of  houses.  Pour  houses  were  repaired  during 
the  year. 

Standard  Grants  and  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Acts  enable 
the  Council  to  encourage  the  improvement  of  houses  by  the  provision  of  the 
standard  amenities  or  by  bringing  the  houses  up  to  the  "twelve-point" 
standard.  The  progress  in  the  improvement  of  houses,  work  which  is 
undertaken  in  conjunction  v/ith  the  Borough  Surveyor,  is  summarised  below s- 


Applications  received 

21 

Applications  approved 

15 

Standard 

Grants 

Houses  improved  during 
the  year 

12 

Amount  of  grant  paid 

£1 ,792 

Applications  received 
(No.  of  houses) 

27 

Improvement 

Grants 

Applications  approved 
(No.  of  houses) 

26 

Amount  of  grant  approved 

£24,997 
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The  survey  of  housing  conditions  in  the  Borough,  which  the  Coimcil 
had  agreed  in  19' 0 should  be  undertaken,  was  continued  and  by  the  end  of 
1972  six  hundred  houses  had  been  recorded.  After  inspection  action  is 
taken  on  the  following  lines 

(a)  houses  which  are  unfit  and  not  capable  of  repair  at  a reasonable 

expense  - reported  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  action  under 
the  Housing  Act,  19575 

(b)  houses  which  are  unfit  but  capable  of  reconditioning  and  improvement  - 

informal  action  taken  on  these  properties | 

(c)  houses  which  require  improvement  - an  informal  approach  made  to 

owners  before  reporting  to  the  Housing  Committee 5 

(d)  houses  in  multiple  occupation  - if  informal  action  is  not  effective 

in  bringing  such  houses  up  to  a satisfactory  standard  then  details 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Committee? 

(e)  buildings  subject  to  section  60  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

referring  to  means  of  escape  from  fire  - an  informal  approach  made 
to  owners  before  reporting  to  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

4 . OVERCROWBIHC  AHD  OTHBR  UHSATISFACTORY  HOUSIHG  CONDITIONS. 

Reports  upon  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  are  submitted  to  the 
To\m  Clerk  and  the  Housing  Sub-Committee.  In  appropriate  cases,  when 
the  Sub-Committee  is  able  to  rehouse  the  families  concerned,  action  is 
taken  by  the  public  health  inspectors  to  secure  an  improvement  in  the 
conditions  of  the  house  or  flat  before  it  is  relet. 

5.  RENT  CCHTROL. 

Subject  to  a house  or  Llat  being  in  a satisfactory  condition,  or 
subject  to  proposals  being  submitted  for  its  improvement,  a landlord 
could  apply  under  the  Housing  Act,  19^9,  Por  a qualification  certificate. 
If  the  application  was  granta.i  the  landlord  could  then  approach  the  Rent 
Officer  for  a fair  rent  to  In  determined.  These  provisions  were 
re-enacted  v/ith  some  amendirie’'its  in  the  Housing  Finance  Act,  1972,  v/hich 
came  into  force  in  August,  1972. 

The  follov/ing  applications  were  dealt  withs- 


IK/el lings  in  good 
repair  and 
provided  with 
standard  amenities 
(section  28) 

Applications  received 

7 

Applications  granted 

7 

Applications  refused 

0 

Dwellings  in  which 
it  is  proposed  to 
provide  the 
standard  amenities 
(section  29) 

Applications  received 

5 

Applications  granted 

5 

Applications  refused 

0 
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SEC  T I 0 N B 


F 0 OD  IITSPECTION 


AIID  FOOD  HYGIENE 

6 . FOOD  HYGIENE  - FOOD  PRET/IISES . 

The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  '1970>  cover  the  following 
points J- 

(a)  the  cleanliness  of  premises  used  for  the  purposes  of  a food  business 

and  of  the  equipment  that  is  used| 

(b)  the  hygienic  handling  of  food? 

(c)  the  cleanliness  of  persons  engaged  in  the  handling  of  food  and  of 

their  clothing,  and  the  action  to  be  taken  where  they  suffer  from  or 
are  the  carriers  of  certain  infections  likely  to  cause  food  poisoning 5 

(d)  the  construction  of  premises  used  for  the  purposes  of  a food 

business  and  their  repair  and  maintenance! 

(e)  the  provision  of  water  supply  and  washing  facilities! 

(f)  the  proper  disposal  of  waste  material! 

(g)  the  tempera tures  at  which  certain  foods  are  to  be  kept  on  catering 

premises. 

The  premises  subject  to  the  above  Regulations  are  shoTm  in  the 
following  table 


llianufacturers  and  processors 

2 

l^Tiolesalers 

7 

Bakehouses 

1 

Totals  Wholesale  premises 

10 

Butchers 

9 

Fishmongers 

5 

Flour  confectioners 

7 

Grocers,  provisioi:  merchants  and 

general  shops 

31 

Fruiterers  and  greengrocers 

6 

Sugar  confectioners 

19 

Off  licences 

2 

Total s Retail  premises 

79 

Hotels 

11 

Restaurants  and  cafes 

25 

1 Works  canteens 

5 

School  canteens 

11 

Residential  catering  establishments 

9 

Public  houses 

15 

Licensed  clubs 

11 

Occasional  catering  establishments 

19 

Totals  Catering  premises 

106 

TOTAL 

195 
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In  addition  to  the  above  premises  the  following  are  subject  to 
inspection  by  the  public  health  inspectors  \ander  various  legislation. 


1 

Slaughterhouses 

2 

Milk  distributors 

5 

Bread  distributors 

3 

Hospitals 

2 

Street  and  market  traders 

30 

TOTiiL 

42 

The  work  of  the  public  health  inspectors  during  the  year  is 
summarised  belov/. 


Visits  to  food  premises 

350 

Informal  notices 

Served 

20 

Complied  with 

21 

Statutory  notices 
under  the  Food  aol 

Drugs  Acts 

Served 

0 

Complied  with 

0 

Complaints  re  food  hygiene 

5 

7 . FOOD  HYGIEME  - FOOD  STAlb>!  AND  VEHICLES. 

The  Food  Hygiene  (Markers,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations, 
1966,  set  out  the  standards  of  food  hygiene  to  be  observed  on  food  stalls 
and  vehicles. 


Inspections  of  markets,  stalls  or 
delivery  vehicles 

156 

Informal  notices 

I 

Served 

23 

Complied  with 

14 

Statutory  notices 
under  the  Food  and 

Drugs  Acts 

Served 

0 

Complied  with 

0 
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8 • LiQ.UID  EGG  (PASI'EURISPTg)  REC-TJLATIOITS,  I963. 

There  are  no  egg  past emri sing  plants  in  the  Borough. 

9 . FOOD  PRMISES  - REGISTR/iTIOlTS. 

The  registers  kept  by  the  Department  show  the  follov/ing  entries. 


Food  and  Drugs 

Act,  1955  - 
section  16 

for  the  sale  or 
manufacture  or 
storage  of  ice-cream 

31 

for  the  preparation 
or  manufacture  of 
meat  products  or 
preserved  foods 

4 

M?Mk  and  Dairies 
(General) 

j Reguluk  ions , 1 9 60 

I 

distributors  v;ith 
premises  within  the 
Borough 

3 

distributors  trading 
from  outside  the 

Borough 

2 

retail  shops  selling 
bottled  milk  only 

26 

Visits  by  public 
health  inspectors 

I 

'.oe-cream  premises 

43 

meat  products  and 
preserved  food 
premises 

36 

dairies  and  milk 
shops  (not  recorded 
elsewhere) 

0 

Under  the  Milic  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1963>  the  duty 
of  licensing  dealers  in  designated  milk  (pasteurised,  sterilised,  ultra- 
heat treated  and  untreated)  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Dorset  County 
Council,  who  are  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

10.  ICE-CRE<^h. 

Thej  e is  no  ’’  egal  standard  for  the  cleanliness  of  ice-cream  and 
the  results  of  samples  taken  are  judged  on  the  following  provisional 
standard  s - 
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Over  a six-monthly  per.i.ou^  ^0  per  cent  of  a vendor’s  samples  should 

fall  into  Grade  1,  80  per  cent  into  Grades  1 and  2,  not  more  than 

20  per  cent  iiito  Grade  3 and  none  into  Grade  4* 

If  a so.rrce  of  ice-cream  fails  to  comply  with  the  provisional 
standarri  v;e  are  dependent  upon  the  goodv;ill  and  co-operation  of  the 
manufactui-er . In  such  cases  the  manufacturer  and  the  Chief  Public 
Health  is  pec  tor  of  the  district  where  the  factory  is  situated  are 
informea  of  the  \...isatisfactory  results. 

The  national  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  maintain  a very  high 
standard  of  pre-packed  article  auxd  therefore  there  is  little  purpose  in 
taking  numerous  samples  of  such  ice-cream.  Ho  samples  of  pre-packed 
ice-cream  were  taken. 

5'ifty-six  samples  of  bulk  supplies  of  ice-cream  were  taken  from 
hotels,  restaurants  and  mobile  vans.  Again  these  can  be  expected  to  be 
produced  to  a high  standard  but  i"  not  correctly  stored  and  handled  once 
the  cans  have  been  opened  obviously  the  condition  of  the  ice-cream  ?;ill 
deteriorate.  The  purpose  this  campling,  therefore,  is  to  check  that 
storage  conditions  are  saticfactory  and,  by  taking  samples  both  v;ith  a 
sterile  sparula  and  the  so::*.  >ers  in  use,  that  the  servers  are  efficiently 
cleansed. 

A much  v;idee  variation  in  baote.ri.al  condition  is  foiind  in  soft 
ice-cream  because  of  th.e  need  to  t-stablish  and  maintain  a satisfactory 
routine  for  t lea-nciu^  and  esc-i ill.siiig  the  machinery  used.  If  there  is 
the  least  relaxation  in  this  staroior-d  then  unsatisfactory  samples  can  be 
expected. 

The  results  of  the  bac  i.cmiologl  cal  examination  of  seventy  samples 
of  ice-cream  are  sho..Ti  belov.  . 


Grad  s 

! 

Bulk 

ice-cream 

Pre-packed 

ice-cream 

1 

Soft 

ice-cream 

Pror.jolonal  Gra.de  1 

I 

29 

- 

6 

j Prov':.  ’.ioiia,!  Grade  2 

t 

8 

- 

4 

Pa.  ovrl.cional  Grade  3 

18 

- 

4 

..'rovisional  Grade  4 

1 

- 

- 

TOTl.LS 

96 

- 

14 
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11.  FOOD  INSPECTION.  ' 

The  population  of-  the  Box-ough  and  svir rounding  areaff  using  the 
shopping  facilities  in  the  town  is  betv/een  2>0f000  and  35>000.  On 
market  days  in  July  and  August  there  may  be  as  many  as  20,000  people  in 
the  town  at  any  one  time. 

The  work  of  the  public  health  inspectors  includes  the  inspection 
of  all  foods  (whether  stored,  offered  or  sold),  checking  of  and  advice 
on  shelf  lives  and  coding  of  foods  and  the  investigation  of  complaints. 

An  analysis  of  fourteen  complaints  of  the  condition  of  food  is 
given  below. 


Foreign  objects  in  food 

3 

Mould  in  food 

Pork  pie 

Luncheon  meat 

2 

Unsound  food 

Baby  food 

Cream  cakes 
Mincemeat 

Eggs 

Meat  (4) 

Potatoes 

9 

During  the  year,  in  addition  to  ice-cream  and  slaughterhouse  meat 
specimens,  we  submitted  forty-six  samples  of  food  for  examination.  I 
should  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  Dr.  G.  H.  Tee,  the  Director,  and  his 
staff  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  their  help  which  is  so  readily 
given. 

Series  of  specimens  for  bacteriological  examinations  were  taken  at 
premises  used  for  the  pre-packing  of  bacon  and  cooked  meats  prepared  for 
distribution  to  a chain  of  supermarkets  and  other  retail  outlets. 

The  company  concerned  has  always  been  "hygiene  conscious"  and 
although  a good  standard  of  hygiene  appeared  to  be  maintained  in  the 
premises  from  time  to  time  difficulties  were  experienced  with  pre-packed 
bacon  having  a shorter  than  usual  shelf  life  and  a high  bacterial  count. 


The  programme  of  sampling  covered  the  following  stages ;- 


(a)  bacon  ) 
palettes) 
brine  ) 


from  containers  on  arrival  from  Denmark 
(most  of  the  bacon  used  was  from  this  source  - 
1 or  2 containers  being  received  each  week) . 
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(b)  ViTork  benches  (cutting  boards) 
knives 

slicing  machines  and  other  equipment 

(c)  detergent  solution  used  for  cleansing  v;ork  benches,  machinery, 
etc. 

A number  (98)  of  samples  of  bacon  and  from  machinery  had  been  taken 
in  1970  and  advice  given  on  the  establishment  of  an  improved  routine  for 
the  cleansing  of  slicing  machines.  As  a result  of  the  specimens  (75) 
submitted  in  1972  the  following  advice  was  given  to  the  company s- 

(i)  the  bacon  which  is  received  in  containers  is  often  in  a very 
V7et  condition  - before  use  it  should  be  removed  and  hmg  in  a chill  room 
for  a minimum  period  of  seven  days.  The  demand  for  pre-packed  bacon 
fluctuates  during  the  holiday  season  and  some  bacon  was  being  sliced  and 
packed  in  a too  xiet  condition? 

(ii)  the  detergent  solution  used  required  a minimum  contact  time  of 
four  minutes. 

The  quantities  of  food  found  to  be  unsound  and  voluntarily 
surrendered  to  the  Department  for  disposal  are  shown  below.  The  food 
is  surrendered  at  the  office  of  the  inspectors  and  disposed  of  by 
burying  at  the  Council's  refuse  tip. 


1 

i 

i 

Canned  or  other 
pre-packed  foods 
(weight  in  lbs.) 

Meat  and  fish 

132 

l^it 

859 

Vegetables 

415 

Frozen  foods 

2,011 

Miscellaneous 

239 

Other  (open) 
foods 

(weight  in  lbs.) 

1 

Meat  ( including 
bacon 



475 

Cooked  meats  and 
meat  products 

75 

Fruit  and 
vegetables 

15,344 

Total  v;eight  (lb 

s.) 

19,550 
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Poultry  Inspection 


There  are  now  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  Borough. 

1 2 . INSPECTION. 

Two  premises  within  the  Borough  are  licensed  for  use  as  private 
slaughterhouses.  Prom  both  slaughterhouses  a wholesale  butcher's  trade 
is  conducted. 

The  carcase  and  offals  of  each  animal  are  inspected  in  detail  by  a 
public  health  inspector  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  set  out  in 
the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963*  V/hen  satisfied  that  the  carcase 
is  fit  for  human  consumption  the  inspector  stamps  the  carcase  (four 
times  for  cattle,  t\7ice  for  other  animals).  The  mark  of  an  inspector 
identifies  the  district  in  which  the  animal  is  examined  and  the  inspector. 

The  public  health  inspectors  are  also  responsible  for  enforcing  the 
Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  the  Slaughterhouses  (Prevention  of 
Cruelty)  Regulations  and  the  Meat  (Sterilisation)  Regulations.  Under 
the  last  mentioned  Regulations  meat  and  offals  which  are  rejected  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption  are  required  to  be  sterilised,  being 
transported  to  the  sterilising  plant  in  locked  containers  or  vehicles. 


Animals  slaughtered 

19,915 

Y/hole  carcases  rejected 

88 

Approximate  weight 

for  tuberculosis 

0.04 

of  meat  and  offals 

rejected  (tons) 

for  other 

conditions 



11.96 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  by  public 

health  inspectors 

1,561 

J 

The  principal  causes  for  rejection  of  carcases  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  classified  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations,  are  shown  on  page  32. 
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Cysticercosis 


Cysticercus  bovis  is  the  cystic  form  of  human  taeniasis  (tape-worm 
in  man)  and  all  cattle  inspected  were  subject  to  routine  examination  of 
the  head,  tongue  and  heart  for  the  detection  of  cysts.  Four  cases  of 
viable  cysts  were  found  in  these  locations  and  the  carcases  of  these 
animals  subjected  to  further  examination.  No  further  cysts  being 
found,  all  these  carcases  were  classified  as  localised  cases  of 
cysticercosis.  The  affected  offals, were  rejected  and  the  remaining 
offals,  together  v/ith  the  carcase,  were  subject  to  refrigeration  at 
prescribed  temperatures  before  being  released  for  consumption.  (if 
upon  further  examination  the  cysts  had  been  found  to  be  generalised 
the  whole  carcase  and  offals  would  have  been  rejected  as  unfit  for 
human  c onsump t ion.) 

Only  one  sheep  was  found  to  be  affected  with  cysticercus  ovis. 

This  condition  is  the  cystic  form  of  taeniasis  in  dogs.  The  affected 
parts  were  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  the  remainder 
of  the  carcase  passed. 

There  is  also  a cystic  form  of  human  taeniasis  found  in  pigs 
(cysticercus  cellulosae)  but  this  was  not  detected  in  routine 
examinations. 

Laboratory  F acidities . 

The  facilities  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  which  is  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  G.  H.  Tee,  are  available  for  the  examina.tion  of 
specimens  from  carcases. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958. 

Twelve  slaughtermen  employed  at  the  local  slaughterhouses  were 
licensed  to  slaughter  or  stun  cattle,  calves,  sheep,  pigs  and  goats  with 
a mechanically  operated  instrument  of  the  captive  bolt  pistol  type  or 
an  electrically  operated  instrument  (electrolethaler) . No  licences 
to  slaughter  horses  within  the  Borough  have  been  issued. 
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Carcases  and  offals  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

ex 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Nainber  killed 

1,077 

702 

8,084 

4,431 

5,621 

Number  inspected 

1,077 

702 

8,084 

4,431 

5,621 

All  diseases  escept 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

j --  ■ 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

5 

27 

11 

1 

43 

Carcases  of  ?/hich  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

262 

387 

1,055 

827 

2,241 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

24.51 

55.84 

13.38 

18. 91 

40.63 

Tuberculosis  only 

vlhole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

1 

'10 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
! tuberculosis 

I 

. 

. 

. 

0.02 

0.18 

Cysticercosis 

i 

i 

! Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

4 

- 

- 

1 

i 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

i 

1 
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Principal  Causes  of  Rejection 


Cattle 

ex 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Bruising  (extensive  and 
severe ) 

1 

1 

- 

3 

1 

6 

Fever 

- 

- 

17 

4 

8 

29 

Metritis  (acute  septic) 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Oedema  (generalised) 

- 

1 

2 

2 

6 

11 

Peritonitis  (acute,  diffuse, 
septic) 

- 

■ - 

1 

- 

2 

3 

Pleurisy  (acute,  diffuse, 
septic) 

- 

1 

- 

- 

5 

6 

Pneumonia  (acute  septic) 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

3 

Pyaemia  (including  joint  ill) 

1 

- 

4 

1 

17 

23 

Septicaemia  or  toxaemia 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

4 

Immaturity 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

! 

2 

5 

27 

11 

43 

88 
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S E C T I 0 N C 


G E N E R AL  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


1 3.  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  whole  of  the  Boroiigh  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Dorset  Water 
Board.  The  supply  is  adequate  and  potable.  With  the  e:cception  of 
three  houses  (three  persons)  and  twenty  residential  caravans  (forty 
persons),  which  are  served  by  external  standpipes,  all  the  houses  and 
residential  caravans  in  the  Borough  have  the  supply  of  water  brought 
inside  to  a tap. 

Under  Part  III  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  193^,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  local  authority  to  ascertain  the  sufficiency  and  wholesomeness  of 
v;ater  supplies  in  their  district.  For  this  purpose  the  public  health 
inspectors  regularly  sample  peripheral  mains  Y/ater.  The  samples  are 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  results  are  judged  by  the  standard  recommended  in 
the  Fourth  Edition  of  "The  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Supplies" 
issued  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security.  Only  one 
sample  failed  to  meet  the  recommended  standard  and  a repeat  sample  from 
the  same  point  v^^as  satisfactory.  The  samples  are  also  examined  by 
the  public  health  inspectors  to  measure  the  residual  chlorine.  There 
should  be  sufficient  free  chlorine  in  the  mains  at  any  point  to  sterilise 
any  possible  pollution* 

The  table  belov/  summarises  the  results. 


Inspections  by  public  health  inspectors 

98  I 

Samples  taken 

90 

Bacteriological 

examination 

Satisfactory 

89 

Unsat isf ac t ory 

1 

Examination  for 

residual 

chlorine 

Satisfactory 

90 

Unsatisfactory 

0 

A sample  of  water  was  taken  in  October,  1972,  from  premises  in 
Casterbridge  Road  and  submitted  for  chemical  examination.  The  results 
are  shov/n  overleaf. 
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Results  Expressed  in  Parts  Per  Million 


Appearance 

Clear,  colourless 

Odour  and  taste 

Normal 

pH 

7.0 

Free  chlorine 

Not  detected 

Total  suspended  matter 

Nil 

Total  soluble  matter 

485 

Temporary  hardness 

290 

Permanent  hardness 

105 

Total  hardness 

395 

Chlorides  as  Cl. 

25 

Nitrogen  in  nitrates 

2.8 

Nitrogen  in  nitrites 

0.012 

Saline  ammonia 

0.008 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

0.3 

Oxygen  absorbed  from 
Permanganate  at  98 
degrees  F.  3 hours 

Nil 

B.O.D.  5 days 

Nil 

Impurity  figure 

Nil 

Oxygen  saturation 

Nil 

Poisonous  metals 

Iron  less  than  0.1  ppm 
Lead  not  detected 

Copper  less  than  0.1  ppm 

14.  DRAINAGE 


Except  for  twenty  premises  a sewer  is  available  to  all  properties 
within  the  Borough.  Upon  receipt  of  a request  from  the  owner  or 
occupier  of  any  private  residential  premises  to  which  a sewer  is  not 
available,  arraru:^ements  are  made  for  the  cesspool  at  the  property 
concerned  to  be  emptied  free  from  charge  not  more  frequently  than 
once  in  any  twelve  months. 
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The  public  health  inspectors  have  the  duty  of  inspecting  and 
testing  new  drains  to  ensure  that  they  comply  with  the  standards  of 
the  Building  Regulations.  In  this  v7ork  the  inspectors  visit  to 
(a)  offer  advice,  (b)  inspect  and  test,  (c)  retest  if  necessary  and 
(d)  inspect  concreting  and  backfilling. 

The  public  health  inspectors  are  also  involved  in  the  inspection 
of  old  drains,  many  of  which  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town  were  laid 
over  one  hundred  years  ago. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work. 


Complaints  of  defective  and/or  choked 
drains,  sewers,  closets,  cesspools,  etc. 

15 

Inspections  of  drains/ 
sewers,  etc. 

New 

295 

Existing 

130 

Informal  notices  re 
defective  and/or  choked 
drains/sewers 

Served 

4 

Complied  with 

4 

Statutory  notices  re 
defective  and/or  choked 
drains/sewers  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts, 

1936  and  1961 

Served 

0 

Complied  with 

0 

15.  CARAVMS. 

There  is  one  private  site  for  thirty  residential  caravans.  In 
197"!  each  caravan  v;as  connected  to  the  water  supply  and  drainage  systems 
and  the  site  improved  with  new  surfacings,  tree  plantings  and  hedges. 

One  reaidential  caravan  on  an  individual  site  is  also  licensed. 

The  Council  operates  a site  for  twenty  residential  and  ten 
touring  caravans. 

A site  is  also  licensed  for  use  by  six  touring  caravans  for 
overnight  stops  during  the  period  16th  March  to  31st  October. 
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Inspections  of  caravan  sites 

18 

Informal  notices 

Served 

2 

Complied  with 

4 

Statutory  notices  under  the 
-Caravan  Sites  and  Control 
of  Development  Act,  I96O 

Served 

0 

Complied  with 

0 

Privately  ovmed 
sites 

No.  of  licences 

Residential 

2 

Holiday 

1 

Privately  owned 
sites 

No.  of  caravans 

Residential 

31 

Holiday 

6 

Local  authority 
owned  sites 

No.  of  sites 

Residential 

1 

Holiday 

1 

Local  authority 
owned  sites 

No.  of  caravans 

Residential 

20 

Holiday  j 

10 

16.  CLEAN  AIR  ACTS,  1956  and  1968.  , 

There  being  little  Indus tiy  in  the  Borough  there  are  only  a small 
number  of  industrial  chimneys  and  almost  all  of  these  are  served  by  oil-  ^ 

burning  furnaces.  Obseivations  are  made  from  time  to  time  to  ensure 
that  the  discharges  from  the  chimneys  comply  with  the  Clean  Air  Acts. 

Some  nuisances  have  arisen  from  the  burning  of  rubbish  and  waste  -s' 
on  open  land  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  take  informal  action  in  three 
cases. 

Plans  sulmitted  to  the  Council  under  the  Building  Regulations  and 
Planning  Acts  are  perused  and  where  appropriate  the  persons  submitting 
plans  are  reminded  of  the  provisions  of  the  Acts.  Anyone  installing  a 
fTirnace  (except  the  furnace  of  a domestic  boiler  of  less  than  ^^,000  | 

B.Th.U/hour  maximum  capacity)  is  required  to  notify  the  Council  before 
installation. 


Complaints  received  re  contraventions  of 
the  Clean  Air  Acts 

1' 

Inspections 

8 

Informal  notices 

Served 

4 

Complied  with 

3 

Statutory  notices  under 

Served 

0 

the  Clean  Air  Acts 

Complied  with 

0 
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17.  GENER/iL  INSPECTIOITS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  public  health  inspectors  continued  to  carry  out  routine 
inspections  of  the  district  for  the  detection  of  statutory  nuisances  and 
to  investigate  complaints  received. 


1 

Complaints  received 

68 

Inspections  of  statutory  nuisances 

562 

Informal  notices 

Served 

21 

Complied  with 

15 

Statutory  notices  under 
the  Public  Health 

Act,  1936 

Served 

0 

Complied  with 

0 

Infectious  diseases. 

The  public  health  inspectors  made  thirty-one  visits  in  connection 
with  cases  of  infectious  diseases. 

18.  WORKING  COmTIONS  IN  FACTORIES.  OFFICES  ilMD  SHOPS. 

(a)  Factories. 

Details  of  the  work  of  the  public  health  inspectors  under  the 
Factories  Acts  are  shown  in  the  statutory  tables  below. 

FACTORIES  ACT.  1961  - PART  I 

FACTORIES  ON  THE  CODITCIL’S  REGISTER  i\lTD  DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS  MDE 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,2, 3, 4,  &6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
local  authorities 

7 

8 

- 

- 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  ( 1 ) in  which 
section  7 is  enforced 
by  local  authorities 

90 

97 

8 

- 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  section  7 is 
enforced  by  local 
authorities  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

97 

105 

8 

- 
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FACTORIES  IN  YfflICH  DEFECTS  ¥ERE  FOUND 


r 

Referred 

Number  of 
in 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M 
Inspector 

I By  H.M. 

[ Inspector 

which  pros- 
ecutions 

were 

instituted 

YVant  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

j Unreasonable 

1 temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences s 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

- 

- 

- 

i 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

5 

5 

- 

- 

I 

i 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outv;orkers'  premises) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

8 

6 

- 

L _J 

I 

! 

I 

• I 

J 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  - PART  VIII  -(OUWOBK) 


1 

1 

Nature 

of 

work 

Section  133 

Section  134 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list 

required 
Section  ’ 
l13(1)(o) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No,  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

t 

I 

I 

[Prosecu- 

tions 

apparel  5 

making 

etci 

cleaning 

and 

washing 

4 

- 

- 

- 

All 
other 
types  of 

1 out¥7ork 

1 

- 

- 

. 

! 

j 

I 

- 

- 

) TOTAL 

4 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Offices  and  Shops 

Offices  and  shops  in  which  persons  are  employed  for  more  than 
tv/enty  hours  per  week  are  required  to  be  registered,  (Crown  properties 
and  those  occupied  by  public  authorities  are  dealt  with  by  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories.)  Routine  inspections  continued  to  enforce  the  provisions 
of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  relating  to  cleanliness,  heating  and 
ventilation,  lighting,  sanitary  conveniences,  vi/ashing  facilities,  floors, 
passages  and  stairs,  and  dangerous  machinery. 

Two  notifications  v;ere  received  of  accidents.  Both  were  minor 
incidents  involving  handling  goods  and  slipping  on  a wet  floor. 

The  following  information  extracted  from  the  annual  report  to  the 
Department  of  Employment  summarises  the  v/ork  -under  the  Act. 
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Type  of  premises 

No. 

registered 

No.  of 

persona 

employed 

Offices 

102 

893 

Retail  shops 

141 

1,055 

\iniolesale  shops, 
warehouses 

12 

124 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 
canteens 

25 

184 

Fuel  storage  depots 

2 

5 

j Total 

282 

2,261 

Inspections  9^ 


Informal  notices 

Served 

17 

Complied  with 

16 

Statutory  notices  under 
the  Offices,  Shops  and 
Railv/ay  Premises  Act,  1 963 

Served 

0 

Complied  with 

0 

19.  PEST  CONTROL. 

(a)  Rats  and  Mice, 

The  Council  continued  to  provide  a service  for  the  destruction  of 
rats  and  mice.  No  charge  has  been  made  for  this  service  for  a number 
of  years  and  this  has  encouraged  the  notification  to  us  of  any 
infestations.  Occupiers  have  a legal  obligation  to  notify  the 
Council  of  any  infestation  of  their  property  by  rats  or  mice. 

The  work  is  summarised  overleaf.  (inspections  by  the  public 
health  inspectors  made  principally  for  other  reasons,  e.g.  food  hygiene, 
housing,  but  which  would  include  a check  for  any  infestation,  are  shown 
in  the  appropriate  other  section  of  the  report  and  are  not  repeated 
here. ) 
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Visits  by  public  health  inspectors 

48 

Visits  by  General  Assistant 

1 ,127 

Complaints  received 

133 

Premises  inspected 

439 

Premises  found  to  be  infested 

I65 

Informal  notices 

Served 

0 

Complied  with 

0 

Statutory  notices  under 
the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949 

t - ■ ■ 

Served 

0 

Complied  with 

0 

(b)  Other  Pests. 

The  001111011  provides  a service  for  the  destruction  of  other 
pests  of  public  health  significance. 

In  accordance  with  the  powers  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  19^"' > 
traps  are  maintained  on  suitable  buildings  to  catch  feral  pigeons. 

The  ?/ork  is  summarised  below. 


Visits  by  public  health  inspectors 

11 

Visits  by  General  Assistant 

749 

Complaints  received 

51 

Premises  inspected 

45 

Premises  found  to  be  infested 

42 

Informal  notices 

Served 

0 

Complied  with 

0 

Statutory  notices 
under  the  Public 

Served 

0 

Health  Act,  1936 

Complied  with 

0 
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20.  RAG  FLOCK  MD  OTHER  FILLING  M/iTERIiiLS. 


Under  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  'I95h 
premises  v/here  filling  materials  are  used  (e.g.  upholstery)  must  be 
registered  v/ith  the  local  authority.  Premises  used  for  the 
manufacture  or  storage  of  rag  flock  must  be  licensed  by  the  local 
authority.  Regulations  made  iinder  the  Act  prescribe  standards  of 
cleanliness  for  filling  materials.  Uo  enforcement  action  was  necessary 
during  the  year. 


Premises  licensed  for  the  manufacture 
or  storage  of  rag  flock 

0 

Premises  registered  for  the  use  of 
filling  materials 

3 
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S E C T I 0 IT  D 


OTHER  DUTIES 


21.  PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS.  1928  ilND  19^6 

The  Petroleum  Acts  provide  for  the  local  autliority  to  control  the 
storage  of  petroleum  spirit  by  licensing.  The  Council  has  adopted  as 
standard  licensing  conditions  the  recommendations  set  out  in  the  Model 
Codes  issued  by  the  Home  Office.  Regulations  made  under  the  Acts 
refer  to  conditions  under  which  petroleum  and  other  inflammable  liquids 
and  substances  may  be  transported. 

A featvire  of  recent  years  at  petroleum  filling  stations  has  been 
the  increase  of  stations  with  self-service  facilities  for  customers. 
After  consultation  with  the  Chief  Fire  Officer  of  the  County  Brigade 
the  Council  has  approved  standard  conditions  for  (a)  pre-payment 
self-service  and  (b)  post-payment  self-service. 


Inspections  of  petroleum  installations 

14 

Informal  notices 

Served 

0 

Complied  with 

1 

Licences 

Renewals  1.1.72 

45 

New  licences 

1 

Self-service 

Pre-payment 

3 

stations 

Post-payment 

1 

22.  SHOPS  ACT.  1950 

The  number  of  representations  received  from  proprietors  of  shops 
indicating  that  they  were  in  favour  of  exemption  from  the  requirement  to 
close  on  one  half  day  a week  (i.e.  they  were  in  favour  of  six-day 
trading)  increased.  The  Council  therefore  held  a poll  of  the  proprietors 
of  all  shops  not  then  exempt  from  half  day  closing.  As  a result  the 
Council  made  an  Order  exempting  the  following  trades  from  the  requirement 
to  close  on  one  half  day  each  week.  The  Order  came  into  operation  on 
1st  October,  1972. 

The  sale  of  antiques  and  second  hand  goods 
The  sale  of  toilet  goods 
The  sale  of  coal,  heating  oil 
The  business  of  a dry  cleaner 

The  business  of  a hairdresser  - ladies'  and/or  gentlemen's 


- 43  - 


The  sale  of  office  equipment 

The  sale  of  philatelic  supplies 

The  sale  of  photographic  equipment 

The  sale  of  records  and  musical  instruments 

The  business  of  a builders'  merchant 

The  business  of  a departmental  store 

The  sale  of  horticultural  supplies 

The  business  of  men's  tailoring  and  outfitting 

The  sale  of  footwear 

The  sale  of  furniture,  carpets,  floor  coverings 

The  sale  of  ladies'  fashions,  children's  clothing,  drapery,  wool 

Orders  were  already  in  operation  for  the  following  trades J- 

The  business  of  gas  showrooms  (from  24th  January,  I966) 

The  business  of  a bookseller  and  stationer  (from  1st  February,  1971) 


Nearly  three-quarters  of  the  shops  in  the  Borough  may  now  be 
open,  if  the  proprietors  wish,  for  six-day  trading  as  a result  of  the 
exemptions  in  the  Act  and  the  Orders  made  by  the  Borough  Council. 

23.  SCR/iP  MAL  DEALERS. 

Dealers  in  scrap  metal  are  required  by  the  Scrap  Metal  Dealers 
Act,  1964^  to  register  with  the  local  authority.  Enforcement  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  records  is  normally  undertaken  by 
the  police. 


Scrap  metal  dealers  registered 


) 


24.  PET  ANIMALS. 

Persons  who  keep  a pet  shop  may  do  so  only  tinder  licence  from 
the  local  authority  under  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  195"!  • 


Premises  licensed  as  a pet  shop 

2 

Inspections  of  pet  shops 

2 
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